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WASHINGTON – Today, the President will announce Uniting for Ukraine, a new streamlined process to provide Ukrainian
citizens who have fled Russia’s unprovoked war of aggression opportunities to come to the United States, fulfilling President
Biden’s commitment to welcome up to 100,000 Ukrainians and others fleeing Russia’s aggression as a result of the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine crisis. In addition, the State Department is announcing increased refugee resettlement processing and
broadened access to visa processing at consular posts overseas. This builds on the robust humanitarian assistance the U.S.
government is providing to complement the e�orts of generous countries throughout Europe who are hosting Ukrainian
citizens who have been displaced. 

“We are proud to deliver on President Biden’s commitment to welcome 100,000 Ukrainians and others fleeing Russian
aggression to the United States. The Ukrainian people continue to su�er immense tragedy and loss as a result of Putin’s
unprovoked and unjustified attack on their country,” said Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro N. Mayorkas. “DHS
will continue to provide relief to the Ukrainian people, while supporting our European allies who have shouldered so much
as the result of Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine.” 

“The U.S. Department of State stands with the people of Ukraine,” said Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken. “We will help
deliver on the President’s commitment to welcome 100,000 Ukrainian citizens and others forced to flee their homes in
Ukraine, and our partnership with the Department of Homeland Security will help us fulfill that commitment.” 

Uniting for Ukraine is a streamlined process for Ukrainian citizens who have been displaced by Russia’s aggression to apply
for humanitarian parole in the United States. To be eligible, Ukrainians must have been residents in Ukraine as of February
11, 2022, have a sponsor in the United States, complete vaccinations and other public health requirements, and pass
rigorous biometric and biographic screening and vetting security checks. Ukrainians approved via this process will be
authorized to travel to the United States and be considered for parole, on a case-by-case basis, for a period of up to two
years. Once paroled through this process, Ukrainians will be eligible for work authorization. 

Beginning on April 25, 2022, U.S.-based individuals and entities can apply to DHS to sponsor Ukrainian citizens who have
been displaced by Russia’s aggression through the Uniting for Ukraine process, which will go live that day on the DHS
website. Any U.S. citizen or individual, including representatives of non-government organizations, can sponsor Ukrainian
applicants. Individuals and organizations seeking to sponsor Ukrainian citizens in the United States will be required to
declare their financial support and pass security background checks to protect against exploitation and abuse. The
Department of Homeland Security will administer the program. Eligibility requirements will include required vaccinations
and other public health requirements, as well as biographic and biometric screening, vetting, and security checks. 

The United States strongly encourages Ukrainians seeking refuge in the United States who do not have and are not eligible
for a visa to seek entry via Uniting for Ukraine from Europe, this will be the safest and most e�icient way to pursue temporary
refuge in the United States. The U.S. government is working with European partners to ensure Ukrainians can meet the
vaccination requirements of Uniting for Ukraine. 
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Ukrainians should not travel to Mexico to pursue entry into the United States. Following the launch of Uniting for Ukraine,
Ukrainians who present at land U.S. ports of entry without a valid visa or without pre-authorization to travel to the United
States through Uniting for Ukraine will be denied entry and referred to apply through this program.  

In addition to Uniting for Ukraine, the United States is announcing a series of measures designed to expand access to existing
legal pathways for Ukrainian citizens. 

The Department of State will expand U.S. Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) operations in Europe to provide eligible
Ukrainians with greater access to refugee resettlement processing under the Lautenberg program (https://2017-2021.state.gov

/refugee-admissions/u-s-refugee-admissions-program-access-categories/index.html) , while also expanding referral mechanisms for
Ukrainians and others fleeing Russia’s war in Ukraine who are in need of permanent resettlement. 

As part of these e�orts, the Department of State will expand U.S. resettlement operations in Europe to provide more
resources to process Ukrainian citizens for refugee resettlement under the Lautenberg program, and will expand referral
mechanisms for Ukrainian citizens and others fleeing Russia’s war against Ukraine to the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program
(USRAP). To do so, the United States is working with European partners, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and NGOs
to identify particularly vulnerable Ukrainian citizens and others fleeing the conflict who may warrant permanent
resettlement through USRAP. These particularly vulnerable populations include women and girls, children, older persons
with special needs, members of ethnic and religious minority groups, LGBTQI+ persons, persons with disabilities, medically
fragile individuals, and stateless persons. 

In addition, European embassies and consulates are increasing, to the extent possible, the number of nonimmigrant visa
appointments and ensuring there is an expedited visa appointment program for individuals with humanitarian, medical, or
other extraordinary circumstances to get priority access. 

The Biden-Harris Administration remains committed to supporting the people of Ukraine and continues to closely
coordinate our e�orts with our European allies and partners who are on the frontlines of aiding Ukrainian citizens forced to
flee due to Russian aggression. The United States has contributed nearly $300 million in humanitarian assistance to provide
displaced Ukrainians with food, safe drinking water, shelter, and winterization services, and will continue to serve as a global
leader in the international humanitarian response. The United States is prepared to provide more than $1 billion in new
funding toward humanitarian assistance for those a�ected by Russia’s war in Ukraine and its severe impacts around the
world.
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