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Thank you for your recent letter to the Department of Homeland Securi ty (DHS) 
regarding immigration detainers. 

As you know, Form 1-247, Immigration Detainer- Notice of Action, is a notice that 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). with in DHS, has reason to be lieve that an 
alien may be subjcct to removal from the United States. By issuing a detainer, ICE requests that 
an LEA maintain custody of an alien for a period not to exceed 48 hours (excluding Saturdays. 
Sundays, and federa l holidays) after he or she would otherwise be released by an LEA. to 
provide time for ICE to aSSlime custody. While immigration detainers are an important part of 
ICE's effort to remove criminal aliens who are in federal, state, or local custody. the), are not 
mandatory as a matter of law, As such. ICE relies on the cooperat ion of its law enforcement 
partners in this e ffort 10 promote public sa felY. 

ICE uses detainers 10 hel p focus il s limiled n:sources on its pub lic sa fety. nalional 
security. and border security miss ions. ICE's use of detainers is focused on the most serious 
criminal offenders. ICE limits the usc of detainers against individuals arrested for minor 
misdemeanor offenses (e.g .. traffic offenses and other petty crimes) who are not otherwise ICE 
priori lies. helping 10 ensure lhat limited available resources are focused on apprehendi ng felons. 
repeat offenders. and immigration violators who fall under other ICE priorilies. 

To ensure clarity with law enforcemel1l partners and the public, information aboul 
immigration detainers is publically available online al htlp://www.ice.gov/ncws/iibrary/fac lshcel 
s/detainer-faqs/hllll . The sile also provides a link to Form 1-247. Add itionally. a short video 
briefing for front-line Sla te and local law enforcement personnel describing ICE's lise of 
immigration deta incrs and extensive supporting materia ls for law enforcement leadership arc 
ava i lable at http://www.icc.gov/secure_coll1l11unitieslcrcl .hull . 
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Thank you once again for yo ur leiter. The co-s igners of your letter will each receive a 
separatc. identical response. Should you necd additional assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at (202) 732-5907. 

Daniel H. Ragsdale 
Act ing Director 
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