U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration
Services

Vermont Service Center - to develop and support the best in Government

VERMONT SERVICE CENTER STAKEHOLDERS NEWSLETTER

. . Volume 1, Issue 6, September 2011

View from the Director’s Desk
The Vermont Service Center has sole jurisdiction of the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) program for Central American (El Salva-
dor, Honduras, Nicaragua) and African (Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan) designated countries. While TPS is cyclical in nature, the
VSC has a permanent Division dedicated to management of these programs. During the actual re-registration periods the personnel
and resources spend 100% of their time processing the re-registration applications.

Helpful Hints when Filing for TPS

Submit TPS-related applications within the registration period
published in the Federal Register. While every effort is made to
process applications within the established processing time
frames, those applications filed within the applicable registration
period are given precedent over applications submitted late. In
addition, those applications received at the VSC prior to the
published registration period will not be adjudicated prior to the
applicable registration period. In fact, applications received
prior to the registration period generally result in a denial.

Applicants are encouraged to use the name on their most recent
EAD card. Much effort went into identifying the applicant’s full
name and using a different iteration of the name may cause
processing delays.

Applicants are also encouraged to use the A-number placed on
the most recent EAD card. Again, much effort went into identi-
fying the applicant’s ‘surviving” A-number when an applicant
has more than one and using a non-surviving A-number may

cause processing delays.

Respond to inadmissibility questions thoroughly. Incomplete
responses to the 1-821 Part 4 - Eligibility Standards will result
with an “Intent to Deny” on TPS re-registration applications and
a “Request for Evidence” on Initial TPS applications. It is im-
portant that each question be answered with either a ‘yes’ or a
‘no’. A detailed explanation should be submitted as an attach-
ment for all questions that have been answered in the affirma-
tive, even if an explanation was submitted during the last re-
registration period. Responses to an Intent to Deny should be
accompanied by the Intent to Deny and a new form I-821 in
which each question is answered and not just signed and submit-

ted with no responses and/or answers.

While it is not required to submit a Biometric Fee at the time of
application, it is recommended that the fee be submitted at the
time of filing. Receiving the fee after the application is filed is
cumbersome and delays are caused by submitting separate re-

mittances.
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Pencil Us In!

November 7th - The Vermont Service Center announces
the date for their Fall Stakeholder Conference. This has
been tentatively scheduled to be held in Burlington, Ver-

mont at the Burlington Hilton Hotel. There is still time to
RSVP for this event! You may do so by sending us an e-
mail at VSCCommunityEngagement@uscis.dhs.gov.

November 9th - The Vermont Service Center invites you
to participate in a teleconference on November 9, 2011 at
2:00 pm (Eastern) to discuss [-360 VAWA cases and T &
U visa cases. During this session, the VSC VAWA staff
will provide overviews, provide an update on the process
and address questions and concerns.

November 15th - The USCIS Service Center Operations
Directorate invites any interested parties to participate in
our upcoming national teleconference on November 15,
2011 at 1:00 pm Central Time (2:00 pm Eastern). The
topic for the engagement is Form I-765, Application for
Employment Authorization, and Form 1-131, Applica-
tion for Travel Document. This engagement will be
hosted by the Texas Service Center and the Nebraska Ser-
vice Center. The call will focus primarily on the combina-
tion advance parole employment authorization card
(commonly known as the “combo card”), Optional Practi-
cal Training (OPT) for academic students, and other up-
dates. Dial in numbers: 888-456-0352 (Toll Free) 1-
210-234-0032 (International) Participant passcode:
6224040

(Posted 10/31/11)
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Inside the VSC - Division II1

In 1990 and as part of the Immigration Act of 1990 (IMMACT), Congress established a procedure by which Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) could be provided to aliens in the United States who are temporarily unable to safely return to their home country. The
Secretary of Homeland Security may designate a foreign country for TPS due to conditions in the country that temporarily prevent
the country's nationals from returning safely, or in certain circumstances, where the country is unable to handle the return of its na-
tionals adequately.

Division II has sole jurisdiction of Central American (El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua) and African (Somalia, Sudan and South
Sudan) designated countries. The laws pertaining to TPS can be found in Section 244 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA),
8 USC Section 1254a, and in the Regulations at 8 CFR Part 244.

Division II is managed by Assistant Center Director, Tracey Parsons and includes six Supervisory Immigration Service Officers and
approximately thirty Immigration Service Officers.

Sudan’s TPS Designation Extended

On October 13, 2011 the Federal Register published the Secretary of Homeland Security’s decision to extend
Sudan’s TPS designation for a period of eighteen (18) months, effective November 3, 2011 through May 2,
2013. The Secretary has determined that an extension is warranted because the conditions in Sudan that
prompted the TPS designation continue to be met. There continues to be a substantial, but temporary disrup-
tion of living conditions in Sudan based upon ongoing armed conflict and extraordinary and temporary condi-
tions in that country that prevent Sudanese who now have TPS from returning in safety.

The Federal Register further announced the Secretary’s initial designation of TPS for the Republic of South Sudan. The TPS desig-
nation of South Sudan was granted for a period of 18 months, effective November 3, 2011 through May 2, 2013 to coincide with
Sudan’s extended TPS designation. South Sudan nationals (and aliens having no nationality who last habitually resided in the region
that is now South Sudan) who have continuously resided in the United States since October 7, 2004 are now eligible to obtain TPS.
In addition to demonstrating continuous residence in the United States since October 7, 2004, applicants for TPS under this designa-
tion must demonstrate that they have been continuously physically present in the United States since November 3, 2011, the effec-
tive date of the designation of South Sudan.

The designation of South Sudan is unique because on July 9, 2011, South Sudan became a new nation and independent from the
Republic of Sudan, which has been designated for TPS since 1997. Some individuals who are TPS beneficiaries under the current
designation of Sudan may now be nationals of South Sudan, calling into question their continued eligibility for TPS under the Sudan
designation. These individuals may, however, now qualify for TPS under the South Sudan designation. Please review the Federal
Register for further guidance.

Deferred Enforced Departure (DED)

Division 2 also processes Employment Authorization Documents for nationals of previously designated TPS countries who are sub-
ject to Deferred Enforced Departure. Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) is in the President’s discretion to authorize as part of his
power to conduct foreign relations. Although DED is not a specific immigration status, individuals covered by DED are not subject
to removal from the United States, usually for a designated period of time. In August 2011, President Obama extended DED for
Liberians an additional 18 months. Liberia’s current DED period is September 30, 2011 through March 31, 2013. The Presidential
authorization of DED to nationals of Liberia has been granted since October 1, 2007.

Contact the Vermont Service Center:
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
Vermont Service Center
75 Lower Welden Street
St. Albans, VT 05479

AILA - InfolNgtal CRRGer NOvicd E1A31R&:sc(Rogied 75 H/31/11)



	VERMONT SERVICE CENTER STAKEHOLDERS NEWSLETTER

	View from the Director’s Desk

	Helpful Hints when Filing for TPS

	Pencil Us In!

	Contact the Vermont Service Center:



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





