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CBP searches the electronic devices of fewer than one-hundredth of 1 percent of all arriving international travelers

WASHINGTON—U.S. Customs and Border Protection announced today that in the first six months of FY17, CBP searched the electronic devices of 14,993 arriving

international travelers, affecting 0.008 percent of the approximately 189.6 million travelers arriving to the United States. CBP continues to process more than 1

million travelers arriving to the United States each day.

Of the more than 383.2 million arriving international travelers that CBP processed in FY15, 0.002 percent of such travelers (8,503) had their electronic devices

searched. In FY16, the number of arriving travelers processed by CBP increased to approximately 390.6 million, and the number of travelers whose electronic

devices were searched increased to 19,033 (0.005 percent).

The increase of electronic device searches (https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/privacy/privacy_pia_cbp_laptop.pdf) is driven by CBP’s mission to protect

the American people and enforce the nation’s laws in this digital age. CBP has adapted and adjusted its actions to align with current threat information. CBP

border searches of electronic devices have resulted in evidence helpful in combating terrorist activity, child pornography, violations of export controls,

intellectual property rights violations, and visa fraud.

CBP is responsible for ensuring the safety and admissibility of the goods and people entering the United States and exercises its border search authority

(/sites/default/files/documents/inspection-electronic-devices-tearsheet.pdf) in accordance with its statutory and constitutional authority. No court has

concluded that the border search of electronic devices requires a warrant, and CBP’s use of this authority has been repeatedly upheld. This includes a review by

the Fourth and Ninth Circuit Courts of Appeals, which approved the search of electronic devices encountered at the border.

“Electronic device searches are integral in some cases to determining an individual’s intentions upon entering the United States,” said Deputy Executive

Assistant Commissioner, Office of Field Operations, John Wagner. “These searches, which affect fewer than one-hundredth of one percent of international

travelers, have contributed to national security investigations, arrests for child pornography and evidence of human trafficking. CBP officers are well trained to

judiciously conduct electronic device searches and to protect sensitive information that may be encountered.”

Searches of electronic devices have remained consistent in FY17, averaging fewer than 2,500 arriving international travelers per month. Below is a month-to-

month comparison for the first six months of FY16 and FY17.

INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS PROCESSED

  FY2016 FY2017

OCTOBER 31,239,053 32,248,121

NOVEMBER 30,350,596 30,430,424

DECEMBER 32,717,813 33,009,690

JANUARY 31,215,009 31,593,522

FEBRUARY 28,209,735* 28,209,602

MARCH 32,643,912 34,103,063**

TOTAL 186,376,118 189,594,422

INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS PROCESSED WITH ELECTRONIC DEVICE SEARCH

  FY2016 FY2017

OCTOBER 857 2,560

NOVEMBER 1,208 2,379

DECEMBER 1,486 2,404

JANUARY 1,653 2,756

FEBRUARY 1,470 2,299

MARCH 1,709 2,595

TOTAL 8,383 14,993
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*February 2016 was a leap year. 

**March international arrivals are approximate.

CBP discovered an anomaly with the FY16 dataset that was previously released. The issue was tracked to a system modernization upgrade conducted in

February 2016. During the upgrade, some data was attributed to the upgrade date rather than the date of the search. As a result, multiple fiscal year datasets

were affected. The issue has since been corrected, and the correct dataset is reflected in this release.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is the unified border agency within the Department of Homeland Security charged with the management, control and

protection of our nation's borders at and between the official ports of entry. CBP is charged with keeping terrorists and terrorist weapons out of the country

while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws.
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