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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Directors, Field Operations 
Office of Field Operations 

Executive Directiv 
Admissibility and 

Automatic Revalidation of Visas 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20229 

US. Customs and 
Border Protection 

The validity of an expired nonimmigrant visa may be considered to be automatically extended to 
the date of application for readmission at ports of entry. This includes cases where U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services has changed the nonimmigrant classifications of an alien 
to another nonimmigrant classification. The validity of an expired or unexpired nonimmigrant 
visa may be considered to be automatically extended to the date of readmission and the visa may 
be converted as necessary to that changed classification. [22.C.F.R. 41.l l 2(d)] 

All of the following requirements must be met 
F and J nonimmigrants: 

• Readmission from contiguous territory or adjacent islands (except Cuba) 
• Readmission after an absence not exceeding 30 days 
• In possession of Form I-94 endorsed to show an unexpired period of initial admission or 

extension of stay or in possession of the Certificate of Eligibility Student and Exchange 
Visitor Information System (SEVIS) I-20AB or SEVIS DS-2029 

• In possession of a valid passport, unless exempt 
• Does not require authorization for admission under the INA 212(dX3) 
• Has not applied for a new visa while abroad 
• Has maintained and intends to resume nonimmigrant status 

All other nonirnmigrants: 
• Readmission from contiguous territory 
• Readmission after an absence not exceeding 30 days 
• In possession of Form 1-94 endorsed to show an unexpired period of initial admission or 

extension of stay 
• M-lstudent must also present a properly endorsed SEVIS Form I-20MN 
• In possession of a valid passport, unless exempt 
• Does not require authorization for admission under the INA 212(d)(3) 
• Has not applied for a new visa while abroad 
• Has maintained and intends to resume nonimmigrant status 
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The provisions of the automatic revalidation of visas does not apply to citizens of countries 
identified as supporting terrorism in the State Department's annual report to Congress. Countries 
that are ineligible are Iran, Syria, Sudan and Cuba. 

.. - ... " · ns or require additional infonnation regarding th" 
Director, Fraudulent Document Analysis Unit at (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)• 
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Weekly Muster 

Week of Muster: Upon Receipt 

Topic: Automatic Revalidation of Visas 

HQ POC/Office: (b )(6), (b )(7)(C) Fraudulent Document Analysis Unit 

The validity of an expired nonimmigrant visa may be considered to be automatically extended to the date 
of application for readmission at ports of entry. This includes cases where U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services has changed the nonimmigrant classifications of an alien to another nonimmigrant 
classification. The validity of an expired or unexpired nonimmigrant visa may be considered to be 
automatically extended to the date of readmission and the visa may be converted as necessary to that 
changed classification. 

F and J nonimmigrants: 
• Readmission from contiguous territory or adjacent islands (except Cuba) 
• Readmission after an absence not exceeding 30 days 
• In possession of Fonn I-94 endorsed to show an unexpired period of initial admission or 

extension of stay or in possession of the Certificate of Eligibility Student and Exchange Visitor 
Information System (SEVIS) l-20AB or SEVIS DS-2029 

• In possession of a valid passport, unless exempt 
• Does not require authorization for admission under the !NA 212( d)(3) 
• Has not applied for a new visa while abroad 
• Has maintained and intends to resume nonimmigrant status 

All other nonimmigr:ants : 
• Readmission from contiguous territory 
• Readmission after an absence not exceeding 30 days 
• In possession of Form 1-94 endorsed to show an unexpired period of initial admission or 

extension of stay 
• M-1 student must also present a properly endorsed SEVIS Form I-20MN 
• In possession of a valid passport, unless exempt 
• Does not require authorization for admission under the !NA 2 12( d)(3) 
• Has not applied for a new visa while abroad 
• Has maintained and intends to resume nonimmigrant status 

The provisions of the automatic revalidation of visas does not apply to citizens of countries 
identified as supporting terrorism in the State Department's annual report to Congress. Countries 
that are ineligible are Iran, Syria, Sudan, and Cuba. 
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