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July 2, 2020 

EOIR Announces New Chief Immigration Judge 

FALLS CHURCH, VA – The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) today 
announced the appointment of Tracy Short as the Chief Immigration Judge of EOIR’s Office of 
the Chief Immigration Judge. 

Biographical information follows: 

Tracy Short, Chief Immigration Judge  

Attorney General William Barr appointed Tracy Short as the Chief Immigration Judge in June 
2020. Chief Judge Short received a Bachelor of Arts in 1990 from Texas Christian University 
and a Juris Doctor in 1995 from the Louisiana State University Law Center. Chief Judge Short 
began his legal career in 1995 as a judicial law clerk for Judge James M. Dozier, Jr., of the Third 
Judicial District Court of Louisiana. From 1997 to 1998, he served as a public defender, 
representing indigent criminal defendants in Louisiana state courts, while also practicing civil 
law. From 1998 to 1999, Chief Judge Short was an assistant attorney general for the Louisiana 
Department of Justice where he represented the State of Louisiana in civil litigation. From 1999 
to 2000, he also served as a judicial law clerk for Justice Chet D. Traylor of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court. From 2000 to 2001, Chief Judge Short was a judicial law clerk for Judge Robert 
B. Maloney of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas. From 2001 to 2003,
Chief Judge Short litigated removal cases on behalf of the Department of Justice as trial attorney
with the former Immigration and Naturalization Service in Dallas. From 2003 to 2005, Chief
Judge Short served as Assistant Chief Counsel in the Dallas office of U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) Office of the Principal Legal Advisor (OPLA). In 2005, he was
appointed as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney (SAUSA) in the U.S. Attorney’s Office (USAO)
for the Northern District of Texas, where he handled complex civil litigation involving ICE. In
2007, Chief Judge Short was appointed as a SAUSA in the USAO for the Eastern District of
Texas, where he litigated criminal cases. From 2007 to 2009, he served as the Acting Deputy
Chief Counsel and Senior Attorney in OPLA’s Dallas office. As a Senior Attorney, he litigated
significant and complex immigration cases and served as the lead attorney for matters involving
customs law and criminal investigations. From 2009 to 2015, he served as Deputy Chief Counsel
in OPLA’s Atlanta office, where he managed litigation operations and client services in a multi-
state field office. From 2015 to 2017, Chief Judge Short served as Counsel to the U.S. House of
Representatives, Committee on the Judiciary’s Subcommittee on Immigration and Border
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Security. From January 2017 to June 2020, he served as the ICE Principal Legal Advisor and, 
later, as a Senior Advisor to the ICE Acting Director. He is a member of the Louisiana State Bar 
Association and the State Bar of Texas.   

 
— EOIR — 

 
The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) is an agency within the Department of Justice. 
EOIR’s mission is to adjudicate immigration cases by fairly, expeditiously, and uniformly interpreting 
and administering the Nation’s immigration laws. Under delegated authority from the Attorney General, 
EOIR conducts immigration court proceedings, appellate reviews, and administrative hearings. EOIR is 
committed to ensuring fairness in all the cases it adjudicates. 
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