@ongress of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515

May 16, 2018

The Honorable Kirstjen Nielsen
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Ave., NW

Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Nielsen:

We write to urge you to maintain the current regulation granting work authorization to
certain H-4 dependent spouses of H-1B nonimmigrant workers.! The opportunity for H-4 visa
holders to work has made our economy stronger, while providing relief and economic support to
thousands of spouses—mostly women—who have resided in the United States for years. Many
are on the path to permanent residency, and would already be permanent residents if not for the
decades-long employment backlogs.? Rescinding the rule will hurt the competitiveness of U.S.
employers and the U.S. economy, as well as H-4 accompanying spouses and their families. We
strongly urge you to reconsider this action.

Providing work authorization for accompanying spouses helps U.S. employers recruit and
retain highly qualified employees, putting U.S. policy on par with other countries—such as
Canada and Australia—competing to attract talented foreign nationals.®> Many accompanying
spouses have their own careers or need to work to help support their family.* Often, they too are
highly educated and have tremendous potential to contribute to our society and economy. In
addition, a second income can help provide for children’s basic needs and offer such children—
many of them American-born citizens or future U.S. citizens—increased opportunities for
success. This additional income also contributes to our economy by raising the families’
disposable and taxable income. For these and other reasons, the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) in 2015 began allowing certain H-4 visa holders to obtain work authorization,
providing much-needed relief for these individuals,® helping American businesses compete for
talent and empowering H-4 spouses to further contribute to our nation, while improving their
families’ economic well-being.®

! 8 C.F.R. § 214.2(h)(9Xiv).

2 Letter from Tech and Business Groups to L. Francis Cissna, Director, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
re: Employment Authorization for Certain H-4 Dependent Spouses (Jan. 17, 2018) available at:
https://www.itic.org/ news-events/ s/leading-tech-and-business- : 1pion-support-for-h-4-visa,
‘.

* American Immigration Counc:l, The H-4 Visa Classification: Attracting and Maintaining Global Talent (Mar. 26,
2018) available at: Rl .americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/h-4-visa-classification.

3 As of June 2017, nearly 105,000 H-4 visa holders have secured employment authorization under the DHS H-4 rule
{U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “EADs by Classification and Basis for Eligibility, Oct. 1, 2012-June
29, 2017,” (Feb. 28,2018)].

6 American Immigration Council, supra n. 4.
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These spouses should be able to continue working. H-1B workers and their families are
most successful when their spouses have the ability to contribute to their household income and
our economy, and the freedom to use their skills and pursue their goals. It is an American value
that everyone—regardless of gender—deserves to be able to use and enhance their skills, be
financially self-sufficient, thrive mentally and physically, and pursue their dreams.

Moreover, the majority of H-4 spouses are women, and their inability to work widens an
already existing gender inequality gap. For some, the inability to work, pursue one’s goals, or
contribute to one’s family can lead to a loss of self-worth and depression, which greatly impacts
the H-1B holders as well as their family members.’ In addition, advocates who work with
survivors of gender-based violence report that spouses in domestic violence situations face huge
challenges leaving abusive situations due to their inability to be financially self-sufficient.

While our immigration system certainly needs reforms—including fixes to the
employment and family backlogs that keep H-4 spouses from transitioning to permanent
residency—depriving spouses who live in the United States for decades of work authorization is
not the way forward. We urge you to maintain the rule allowing certain H-4 spouses work
authorization.

Sincerely,
/[PRAMILA JAYAPAU v KIIA LOVE
Member of Congress Member of Congress

N,

ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

Membegof Congress
/é\/\. o

AMI BERA PRETERT. KING
Member of Congress ember of Congress

7 See, e.g., Vijaita Magendra & Geetika Agarwal, “Quality of Life, Psychological Impairments, and Resilience
Among Employment-Restricted Immigrants,” Indian Jowrnal of Health and Wellbeing (2016); Sushmita Pathak, The
‘Golden Cage' Visa Forces Immigrant Men to be Stay-at-Home Husbands, Vice News (Feb. 5, 2018) available at:
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/xw5zga/the-polden-cage-visa-forces-immigrant-men-to-be-stay-at-home-
husbands.
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RO ;KHA;NNf ; MIKE COFFMAN =

Member of Congress Member of Congress

)

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH ™~

SHNAMOORTHI

Member of Congress Member of Congress
JUDY/CHU 3 CA URBELO
Member of Congress Member of Congress

RROLD NADLER ROB WOODALL
ember of Congress Member of Congress
KWW [Aaden
HENRY C. “BANK” JOHNSON, JR. KEVIN YODER }
Member of Congress Member of Congress
YVRTTE D. CLARKE ST IVE
er of Congress Member of Congress
an
ON BACON
Member of Congress ~Member of Congress
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j JAMES P. MCGOVERN ¥ ’ JO . RUTHERFORD

Member of Congress Mem of Congress
RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress
MICHAEL CAPUANO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
GERALD E. CONNO ~SUZAN 5151.13%5 B
Member of Congress Member of Congress

- [ .
JAMIE RASKIN A%MA S. ADAMS, PH.D.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
FREDERICA WILSON LIS
Member of Congress mber f Congress

-

ANDRE SON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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SUZHANNE BONAMICI JOSEPHT. KE

Member of Congress Member of Congress
IM HIMES
er of Congress
]
DAVID E. PRICE RUBEN GALLEGO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
JOHNB.LARSON N\ C.A.DUTCH RUPPERSBE%ER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
el Pdous - i

ROSA L. DELAURO DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUIAZ
Member of Congress Member of Congress

SCO . PETER
er of Congress

TER WELCH
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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MARC VEASEY
Member of Congr

Oy fos >

J AQUIN CASTRO
Member of Congress

LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER
Member of Congress

Tk Plboat

FRANK PALLONE, JR.
Member of Congress

A. el MS. 1
A.DONA DMcEACHrN‘M'&‘I""'

Member of Congress

Lo Cunstons

JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress

e (fbya

UAN VARGAS
mber of Congr
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J. LUIS CORREA
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

[

DEREK KILMER
Member of Congress

L ]
L]

NIKI TSONGAS
Member of Congress

ANN McL UST
Member of Congress
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ANTHONY G. BROWN
Member of Congress

[ )oedS

DONALD S. BEYER, IR.
Member of Congress

R

MARK POCAN—
Member of Congress

2L S Coahrge

PAUL TONKO
Member of Congress

BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress

V.

LUIS V. GUJTERREZ™
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Tulsi Gobard

TULSI GABBARD
Member of Congress

ol Blegeero

EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress

RICHARD M. NOLAN
Member of Congress

e

STEVE COHEN
Member of Congress

SHEILA JACKSON JEE
Member of Congress

Vi D2

DIANA DEGETTE
Member of Congress
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CEF. NAPOLITANC/

mber of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
KURT SCHRADER MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
KATHERINE CLARK JOHN K. DELANEY
Member of Congress Jliongmss
BETTY MCCOLLUM | SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress v Member of Congress
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON ALAN LOWENTHAL -
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Ui

THLEEN M.RICE !
Member of Congress

Kaéréﬂa/

KATHY/ CASTOR
Member of Congress

LA

GENE GREEN
Member of Congress

INDA T. SANCHEZ
Member of Congress

BILL FOSTER
Member of Congress

e
JERRY WBRNEY |
ember©f Congress U
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NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN
Member of Congress

DINA TITUS
Member of Congress

/2ol W. Lures

TED W. LIEU
Member of Congress

DORIS MATSUI
Member of Congress

ordioNCofolincn

BRENDA L. LAWRENCE
Member of Congress
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J SR. LMGEV& MICHELLE LUJXN GRISHAM

er of Congress Member of Congress
72
[/ 0

THOMAS R. SUOZZI COLLEEN HANABUSA
Member of Congress Member of Congrgss
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON %IA M. VELAZQUEZ u
Member of Congress Member of Congress

TEPgAN MURPHY
Member of Congress
KAREN HANDEL AN CTCILLINE
Member of Congress Member of Congress

BILL PASCRELL, JR. WILLIAM R. KEATEG
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Ma.ﬂm

SUSAN A. DAVIS
Member of Congress

4#t Lt fo MR fiar

Member of Congress
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;AVID SCOTT SANFORI D. BISHOP, JR.

Member of Congress Member o¥Congress

=
ELI TH H. ESTY

/ r of Congress
ROBERT C "BOgC" SCOTT OHN SARBANES
Member of Congress Mem Congress
MARCIA L. FUDGE GWEN S. MOQBE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
CAROL SHEA-PORTER RODNEY DAVIS
Member of Congress Member of Congress

0 g i 0 "(Rovr bes-

MIKE THOMPSON f ) BE% 6'ROURKE
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Qf\a 3 %h@-

ANNA G. ESHOO
Member of Congress Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable L. Francis Cissna, Director, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
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