
Memorandum of Understanding Between the 
United States Department of Defense and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

This memorandum of understanding (MOU) and relevant appendices constitutes an agreement 
between the Department of Defense (DoD) and Department of Homeland Security (DHS), acting 
through the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), to educate Service members 
about the naturalization process and its benefits and provide them with time and access to the 
resources and information necessary to apply for naturalization as soon as they are eligible. 

I. BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 

Over the past decade DoD and DHS have strengthened partnerships to provide services and 
opportunities to Service members interacting with the U.S. immigration system. Since 1999, 
DoD has averaged almost 9,000 non-U.S. citizen or national accessions into the U.S. Armed 
Forces each year. This population of enlistees is integral to supporting the readiness of the 
United States to defend itself. The immigration benefits and services that come with enlistment 
are important to noncitizen Service members, their family members, and -subsequent recruitment 
and retention efforts. Since 2002, more than 148,000 Service members have been naturalized, 
and many were assisted in the process through DoD/USCIS partnerships such as the 
"Naturalization at Basic Training Initiative." Despite these efforts, Service members still face 
barriers in accessing immigration benefits for which they may be entitled. DoD and USCIS 
commit tu ensuring that policies and procedures are aligned to facilitate greater access to U.S. 
immigration benefits and services for eligible Service members and to eliminating challenges 
that run counter to this objective. 

Section 328 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) (8 U.S.C. § 1439) provides that "a 
person who has served honorably at any time in the Armed Forces of the United States for a 
period or periods aggregating one year, and, who, if separated from such service, was never 
separated except under honorable conditions, may be naturalized ... " 

Section 329 of the INA (8 U.S.C. § 1440) further provides that "any person who, while an alien 
or a noncitizen national of the United States, has served honorably as a member of the Selected 
Reserve of the Ready Reserve or in an active-duty status in the military, air, or naval forces of 
the United States during [ certain periods] or thereafter during any other period which the 
President by Executive order shall designate1 as a period in which Armed Forces of the United 
States are or were engaged in military operations involving anned conflict with a hostile foreign 
,force, and who, if separated from such service, was separated under honorable conditions, may 
be naturalized ... " 

As partners in providing immigration benefits and services to DoD military personnel, 
coordination and sharing of infonnation between USCIS and DoD is critical to ensure Service 
members can apply for immigration benefits such as naturalization when they are first eligible. 

1 Executive Order 13269, "Expedited Naturalization of Aliens and Noncitizen Nationals Serving in an Active-Duty 
Status During the War on Terrorism," July 3, 2002, designated the period commencing on September 11, 2001, as 
such a period; this Executive Order remains in effect as of the date of this MOU. 
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