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AILA presents this set of solutions to Congress and the President to address the border and 
modernize America’s immigration system. With the dramatic shifts in worldwide migration,1 
sustained action is needed at the U.S. southern border to ensure the fair, fast, and orderly 
processing of arriving migrants. In its first term, the Biden Administration has implemented 
stringent border enforcement measures and expanded legal pathways for migrants that 
effectively alleviate pressure at the border.2 While many of Biden’s policies have been effective, 
some policies have restricted access and, as a result, are compromising protection for asylum 
seekers. Managing the border is no easy task and urgently requires additional resources, 
coordination, and political commitment from both parties—but a system that is both fair and 
orderly can be achieved.   

First, Congress must set aside partisanship and fund 
federal agencies adequately and in a timely manner.3 The 
federal government needs to be equipped to stop drug 
cartels, process migrants quickly and fairly, guarantee 
protection for those eligible for legal relief, and remove 
those who are ultimately deemed ineligible in a safe and 
humane manner.  

Effective migration management requires solutions that address the entire immigration system, 
not just the border. The Administration should continue developing legal pathways and 
coordinating with country governments to give people other options besides journeying to the 
U.S. southern border. Bureaucratic delays slow down border processing and the regular handling 
of employment and family immigration cases,4 and agencies must improve systems and 
coordination to cut through red tape.  

Solutions for border management should be paired with protection for people who have been 
living in and contributing to the country for years but have no way to apply for legal status. They 
are integral to American communities and help the country thrive. Congress should create a path 
to citizenship for them, which will also make the immigration system more orderly. In the 
meantime, the President should not wait but must use his authority to grant them legal status 
and work permits.  

Effective migration management 
requires solutions that address the 
entire immigration system, not just 

the border. 
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Poll after poll shows Americans favor a balanced approach instead of severe enforcement 
measures that block or expel people without giving them a fair process.5 Americans also want 
leaders to find common ground rather than point fingers and play politics with immigration.6  

Solutions for a safe, orderly border. 

Boost law enforcement operations to combat cartel trafficking in fentanyl, other narcotics, and 
weapons that pose threats to border security and the safety of local communities. Heightened 
investments in federal law enforcement enabled agencies to make major seizures of opioids and 
increase the disruption of the illicit drug trade.7 U.S. citizens, not migrants, are responsible for 
nearly all fentanyl trafficking.8  

Hire more Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers and asylum officers to reduce logjams 
at ports of entry so people receive thorough screenings and a decision by a judge or court of 
appeal if needed. Invest in port infrastructure to increase traffic lanes, hours of operation, and 
capacity for vehicular, pedestrian, business, and other traffic.    

Improve immigration court efficiency by hiring more immigration court personnel to support 
immigration judges in rendering fair decisions and to address the backlog that delays cases for 
years.9 CBP and the courts should work together to eliminate delays caused by inefficiencies of 
interagency communication, such as the transmission of legal documents between CBP and the 
courts – which often takes weeks. Polling shows that 60 percent of Americans want more 
resources for courts to improve the border situation.10  

Provide legal representation to speed up cases, increase efficiency, and make decisions more 
accurate and fairer. Legal representation “is linked to higher efficiency at every stage of the court 
process. Represented respondents sought fewer unmeritorious claims, had a greater chance of 
being released from detention, and were more likely to appear at hearings following release.”11 
However, only 30 percent of immigrants receive legal counsel, and representation rates have 
declined.12 People who are represented by legal counsel are almost five times more likely to 
obtain relief such as asylum.13 

Expand orderly, legal pathways to reduce unauthorized 
entries. Humanitarian parole and refugee resettlement offer 
ways for people to apply before they come to the United States. 
The Biden Administration’s parole programs for Ukrainians, 
Afghans, Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans, and Venezuelans have 
successfully relieved the pressure at the U.S.-Mexico border by 
offering a better alternative for individuals from these 
countries.14 The President’s Safe Mobility Initiative will also 
reduce border migration by increasing access to refugee status 
and other lawful pathways.15 

Increase support and coordination with the United Nations, Mexico, and other nations. 
Managing migration is a regional challenge that requires cooperation by the United States and 
other countries. The federal government should continue its efforts to address the root causes of 
migration and support the long-term integration of migrants in Mexico and other countries.16  

Ultimately, long-term 
solutions for border 
management will require 
Congress to pass new laws 
that modernize the 
immigration system. 
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Increase funding for the Department of Labor, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, and 
the State Department to speed up the processing of immigration applications and reduce delays 
at the border. AILA found that years-long delays put people in a desperate situation and drive 
many with congressionally approved visas to enter at the southern border, which unnecessarily 
compounds the bottleneck at the border.17  

Support local communities welcoming new arrivals. Cities that welcome arriving migrants need 
federal support to meet temporary shelter and emergency needs. Congress should approve the 
request from city mayors of both political parties for federal funding under the Shelter and 
Services Program (SSP). Once they obtain work permits, data shows that arriving asylum seekers 
contribute significantly to their new communities, as the evidence shows from what has 
happened in New York.18  

Closing or restricting entry at the border is neither necessary nor an effective border 
management strategy. Reports indicate that President Biden plans to impose severe restrictions 
on asylum seekers under 8 U.S.C. 1182(f).19 Forcing asylum seekers to wait in Mexico leaves them 
vulnerable to crime and cartel violence and creates unsafe refugee encampments on the other 
side of the border.20 Past restrictions at the border have been unsuccessful, leading to more 
people crossing between ports of entry.21 The Administration can establish an orderly, efficient 
process without compromising fairness. What still stands in the way are persistent gaps in 
congressional funding for agencies to increase capacity and increase efficiency. 

Provide a path to citizenship for people contributing to this country. 

Millions of people live in and contribute to this country, but still do not have a way to apply for 
permanent legal status. Creating a legal path for them to apply for citizenship garners wide 
support among American voters and has bipartisan backing in Congress.22 To achieve this, 
Congress should pass the Dream Act, the American Dream and Promise Act, or similar bills.23   

The urgency of legalizing the status of people who are undocumented requires that the President 
act immediately and not wait for Congress. While not as durable as citizenship, these options will 
provide temporary legal status and work authorization:  

• Protect the spouses of U.S. citizens. There are an estimated 1.3 million U.S. citizens with 
undocumented spouses who can qualify for permanent status but face obstacles in the 
application process.24 The President could establish a humanitarian parole program in the 
form of parole-in-place on a case-by-case basis, which would also enable them to apply for 
work permits. Parole would grant immediate relief to millions of mixed-status families and 
allow them to live without the fear of deportation. It is estimated that such a program would 
add 16 billion dollars to the U.S. economy and five billion dollars in taxes per year.25  

• Designate or redesignate temporary protected status (TPS) for several countries that 
currently qualify for such protection under federal law due to ongoing armed conflict, natural 
disaster, or other conditions that make it unsafe for their nationals to return.   

Ultimately, long-term solutions for border management will require Congress to pass new laws 
that modernize the immigration system. The overwhelming evidence shows that America needs 
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more immigrants to secure its prosperity. Immigrants are a huge engine of growth and contribute 
billions of dollars in federal, state, and local taxes annually.26 Current statutory immigration levels 
are not meeting that need. That is why both Republican and Democratic leaders want more legal 
pathways for foreign workers.27 Lawmakers must find common ground to increase visas for 
people to join their family and come work in the United States.  

Contact:  Greg Chen, gchen@aila.org or Amy Grenier, agrenier@aila.org 
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